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of old; and constantly running between her house and
theirs, she had not a moment's peace of mind. It was soon
time for Ukon to be back at the new palace, and she was
not loath to end her holiday, for she was in a hurry to
obtain an interview with Genji and inform him of her
success. She could not get used to this new mansion, and
from the moment she entered the gates she was always
astonished by the vastness of the place. Yet so great was
nowadays the number of coaches driving* in and out,
that the crush was appalling and Ukon began to wonder
if she would ever get to the house.

She was not sent for that night, and lay tossing about
on her bed, thinking how best to make known her discovery.
Next day, though it so happened that a large number of
ladies-in-waiting and other young people had just returned
from their holidays, Murasaki sent specially for old Ukon,
who was delighted by this compliment. * What a long
holiday you have been having!' cried Genji to her when
she entered. ' When you were last here you looked like
some dismal old widow-lad3r, and here you are looking
quite skittish ! Something very nice must have happened
to you; what was it ? ' ' Sir/ she answered, * it is quite true
that I have been away from the City for a whole week;
but I don't know whether anything has happened that you
would call nice, I have been over the hills to Hatsuse
(on foot too!), and came across someone whom I was glad
to meet again/ ' Who was that ?' asked Genji quickly,
and she was about to tell him when it occurred to her that
it would be much better to tell him separately, on some
occasion when Murasaki was not present. But then perhaps
the whole thing would come round to Murasaki's ears and
her mistress would be offended that Ukon had not told her
first. , . * It was a difficult situation. * Well then if you
* Polled by servants, the oxen being unyoked at the Gate.